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Agenda

• National Curriculum 
• What we do in school
• How to help at home
• What is Shared Reading?
• Reading strands / example questions
• Lesson
• Opportunity to work with your child
• Questions



National Curriculum
Year 5

Children need to:
• Develop a love books and reading

• Enjoy reading for a sustained period

• Read and discuss a range of fiction, poetry, plays, 
non-fiction, reference and text books that are read 
to them and those that they can read for themselves

• Increase their familiarity with fiction genres 
including books from other cultures

• Increase their familiarity with fiction genres 
including modern fiction

• Increase their familiarity with fiction genres 
including traditional stories

• Know a range of children’s authors and poets

• Read for a range of purposes

• Recommend a book and explain why

• Recommend an author and explain why

• Use pertinent and technically specific vocabulary 
when talking about books

• Discuss a text confidently with others, responding to 
their ideas and challenging their views courteously

Year 6

Children need to:
• Develop an appreciation and love of reading

• Enjoy the challenge of more difficult books

• Read and critically discuss a range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction, reference and text books that are read 
to them and those that they can read for themselves

• Increase their familiarity with fiction genres including 
myths and legends

• Increase their familiarity with fiction genres including 
classic fiction

• Increase their familiarity with fiction genres including 
modern and classic fiction

• Discuss and compare a range of children’s authors and 
poets

• Discuss and compare a range of children’s authors and 
poets (including classic authors)

• Read for a range of purposes

• Identify, discuss and compare themes

• Use pertinent and technically specific vocabulary when 
talking about books

• Show an understanding of texts through formal 
presentation and debate



National Curriculum
Year 5 and 6

Children need to:

• Love books and reading.

• Enjoy reading when reading for more than 20 minutes.

• Read a variety of different types of books (fiction, non fiction, 
adventure, comedy, spies).

• Read a variety of different authors.

• Be able to recommend a book and explain why.

• Be able to recommend an author and explain why.



What we do in school

- Differentiate shared reading sessions
- Read to your child
- Visit the local library
- Listen to your child read
- Read books linked to our topics
- Use books as a stimulus for our writing
- Encourage the use of our book box
- World Book Day
- Book Week
- Performance Poetry
- Half termly class gift



How to help at home

• Listen to your child read every day and 

encourage them to read independently.

• Read books to your child at a higher reading 

level than what they can access by 

themselves.

• Talk about new words together.

• Ask questions to deepen understanding.



How to help at home ?

• Read signs, menus, shopping lists etc.

• Find books by the same author if your child 

enjoys their books.

• Turn off the TV or music when reading.

• Read a range of texts.



How to help at home

• Use dictionaries to find meanings of 

unknown words together.

• Make links with other books.

• Visit the library.

• Use reading as a reward.

• Word search.



How to help at home

• Subtitles on the TV

• Play board games that include reading

• Hide notes around the house for them 
to read and find

• Ask your child to read out and tick off 
items on your shopping list

• Show your child that you like read



What is Shared Reading?

Shared Reading is a lesson where we focus 
on reading fluency and comprehension skills.

When reading, children are encouraged to:

- make their voice sound interesting

- read at a steady pace

- read clearly

- focus on the volume of their voice



Reading Strands

In Year 5 and 6, we build on your child’s knowledge from 
previous year groups using different reading strands 
(question type):

- Retrieval/ sequencing

- Predicting 

- Inference

- Vocabulary 

- Linking

- Summarising

- Understanding use of writers’ language

- Understanding text organisation 



Retrieval questions

This is the most common question type your 
child will do at school. Your child needs to 
retrieve facts from the text.

Questions to ask your child:

What was the name of the school?



Retrieval /sequencing questions

Your child will need to sequence events in a 
text and to discuss the order in which things 
happen.

Questions to ask your child:

Of the 4 events, please put them in order.



Predicting questions

Your child will have to predict what may 
happen next based on what they have 
already read.

Questions to ask your child:

What will Michael do next and why?



Inference questions

Your child needs to hunt for clues in a text 
about how someone might be feeling or why 
something is happening.

Questions to ask your child:

How do we know Michael was sad?



Vocabulary questions

You child needs to explore how and why 
authors have used certain words and 
phrases.

Questions to ask your child:

Why do you think the author used the 
word …



Linking questions

Your child needs to explore how and why 
authors have used certain words and 
phrases.

Questions to ask your child:

What do we know already about…

Do you know another character like Mina?



Summarising questions

You child needs to explore how and why 
authors have used certain words and 
phrases.

Questions to ask your child:

Can you summarise what we have read so 
far in 20 words?



Writer’s language questions

You child needs to explore how and why 
authors have used certain words and 
phrases.

Questions to ask your child:

Why did the author use those words?



Text organisation questions

You child needs to explore how and why 
authors have used certain words and phrases.

Questions to ask your child:

How does the layout make it easier to 
read?



Lesson outline
At Merrylands, we work towards this type of 
lesson:
- introduce the text type
- children to read the text in pairs and read 

to the class if they volunteer
- discuss how to answer questions
- answer a question as a class
- independently answer questions
- go through the answers as a class
- children to mark in purple pen



Lesson



Any questions?



Detailed explanations of 
question strands on the 

following slides.



Predicting questions

Pupils should learn how to:

Year 5
• Predict what may happen using stated and 

implied details and a wider personal 
understanding of the world

Year 6
• Refine and verify predictions in discussion 

with others



Linking questions

Pupils should learn how to:

Year 5
• Develop understanding by making connections 

between texts and the world beyond their own 
experience

Year 6
• Comment on the effect that the reader’s or 

writer’s context has on the meaning of texts e.g. 
historical context, location



Inference questions

Pupils should learn how to:

Year 5
• Use evidence to both support and challenge conclusions 

drawn within and from a text
• Make inferences from evidence found throughout the text
• Use knowledge of synonyms and hypernyms to aid 

inference

Year 6
• Revise conclusions based on new evidence in the text
• Explain inferences with clear reasoning and precise 

language



Summarising questions

Pupils should learn how to:

Year 5
• Summarise using an appropriate amount of 

detail as evidence

Year 6
• Summarise the key points in a more complex 

text, using their own words to establish 
clear meaning



Understanding writers’ use of 
language

Pupils should learn how to:

Year 5
• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language and the impact on the 

reader
• Explain why an author has used figurative language and the effect this 

has
• Explain  how meaning is enhanced through the use of words and phrases 

Year 6
• Identify formality in texts and the use of standard and non-standard 

English
• Describe and evaluate the choices an author has made in their use of 

language
• Explain how an author has used language to manipulate the reader



Understanding text organisation

Pupils should learn how to:

Year 5
• Identify a point in the text where the author has made a 

structural choice and consider the reasoning behind it 
• Explain some choices an author has made in structuring and 

organising their text

Year 6
• Explain the series of choices an author has made in 

structuring and organising their text
• Explain how an author uses text structure and organisation 

to manipulate the reader



Vocabulary questions

Pupils should learn how to:

Year 5
• Identify vocabulary being used beyond the literal sense
• Build a bank of vocabulary by spotting, collecting and discussing 

new words and phrases from texts and linking these with words 
already known (including idioms and figurative language)

Year 6
• Use etymology to aid them in understanding unknown vocabulary
• Infer deeper meanings from the vocabulary used
• Build a bank of vocabulary by spotting, collecting and discussing 

new words and phrases from texts and linking these with words 
already known (including idioms and figurative language)


